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What brought me near to Maal!

Roshni Patel

Jai Krupalu Maa! | want to say thank you
for giving me the privilege to speak. My name
is Roshni Patel and | am the daughter of Dr.
Rupa Patel and Pinakin Patel. | am speaking
today to voice my gratitude towards Maa. This
is the second time | have met Maa. Before |
met her, | was essentially lost spiritually. | did
not have the faith that my mother had...that
faith that made her do pranam at night even
after she was exhausted after a full day’s
work. | never wanted to pray with her. | would
make up some excuse like | was studying,
doing homework, or watching television. |
never had the will to pray. Like so many
Indian kids of my generation, | would only go
to Indian prayers and events if | was forced by
my family or | would go to socialize with my
friends. It was not that I did not believe in God
before | met Maa. | know that we as humans
and all the creatures that surround us are far
too complex for there to be no order in the
world. However, | still did not feel what my
mother and so many Indian parents obviously
feel when they pray until | met Maa.

Like Maa said earlier, | met her in May
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when she came to my mother’s pediatric clinic
in Alice. | did not want to go because | had
just come home from college and | was tired.
But my mother insisted that | go because Maa
was considered to be so important. | did not
know much about her and what | did know, I
was very skeptical about. When she came to
visit, she spent most of the time talking to my
mother and she asked me a few questions.
While she was there, my mother asked Maa
to make my faith stronger. She wanted me to
be closer to Maa. | will never forget the reply
Maa had. She said it was good that | at least
came. Then Maa left and | went home to pack
up my stuff. At home, 1 still did not know what
to think or how to make sense of what
happened earlier. | kept on wondering how
somebody could not eat meals or drink for so
long. | was still questioning Maa’s ability when
my mother told me, “Wait until tomorrow, you
will have faith then.” | thought nothing of it and
went to sleep. The next day | was sitting at
the airport in Dallas waiting to board my flight
to Kansas City thinking about my meeting with
Maa, however, sometining was different about
my thoughts. | felt different in a way | can not
explain in words. | felt a state of euphoria and
clarity. | realized that Maa was no ordinary
human being. She had given up two of my
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favorite things in life: eating and talking. In
that instance, | believed she was God. | had
seen God in my lifetime. This was a miracle in
and of itself for me.

Now | have developed a will to pray and
take part in religious activities that has come
from within. This is only because of Maa. |
have learned more from her silence that |
have ever learned in the thousands of lectures
| heard before. | came to this Shibir on my
own and not because my mother asked me or
forced me too. From the Shibir the greatest
gift | have received is this desire to pray and a
stronger belief in God. | have been given faith.

I now believe that every so often God
comes down in the form of a human to teach
us, especially kids of my generation, to
believe in the things we cannot see. Maa is
God so of course we cannot do all the things
she has done. However, she serves as a
model for us to live by. As we saw in the video
about the medical camp, she always gives to
others. As soon as she gets anything, she
gives it away to somebody who needs it more.
| have been to India a few times and | have
seen children and adults with no food,
clothing, or shelter. From Maa, we need to
learn to give all the extra things we have to
those that have nothing. In fact, Maa teaches
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us to give even if we do not have too much to
those who need it more. She teaches us
patience and the power of prayer.

My only prayer is that Maa can reach more
children like me and awaken their faith so that
their belief in God comes from within. Then
they too will discover the power of prayer and
helping others so that we can bring the
change we wish to see in the world.

In closing, | found a prayer by Mother
Theresa that | thought was important to the
teachings of Maa:

We need to find God and he cannot be
found in noise and restlessness. God is a
friend of silence, see how nature—trees,
flowers, grass—grows in silence; see the
stars, moon, and sun—-how they move in
silence. We need silence to be able to
touch souls.

Jai Krupalu Maa!
With love and eternal devotion,
Roshni Patel
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